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598 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST [Vol. XL 

The work is full of interesting details. The illustrations are mostly 
reproductions of very good photographs. Possibly it would have been 
better if the 154 plates had been bound separately; it would make the 
book easier to handle. 

The creditable volume of Mr. Jenks leaves the earnest desire that 
it may be followed by a thorough physical and physiological study of 
the same people. 

A. H. 

Notes. — Origin of the Slavs. A comprehensive article (Zaborowski, 
"Origine des Slaves," Bull, et Mem. Soc. d' Anthrop., Paris, ser. 5,. 
vol. 5, no. 6, Dec, 1904, pp. 671-720), in which the well known 
author sums up his investigations. The original country of the Greeks,. 
Umbro-Latins, Gauls, and Germanic peoples was treated of previously. 
All these groups do not appear in history at the moment of their separa- 
tion from their proto-Aryan territory; but they can be followed nearly 
to the limits of this region. 

The Greeks were the first to gain their historic possessions. Their 
migration is lost in the obscurity of time. They occupied, in all prob- 
ability, a part of the territory northeast of the Adriatic, living in those 
neolithic villages characterized by abundance and great variety of 
artistic pottery, such as that of Butmir, near Serajewo, Bosnia. 

The Umbro-Latins, coming from the northeast, can be well studied 
in the remains of their habitations known as terramares, in the pro- 
vinces of Emilia and Marches, northeastern Italy. They were still 
at that time in close relation with the proto-Aryan people of the 
Danube. 

The home of the proto-Gauls was adjacent to and partly blended 
with the proto-Aryan region. It was located, as is known with 
certainty, along the upper Rhine and upper Danube, and extended 
thence to more or less determined limits northward and eastward. 

The original proto-German country the author places, on the basis 
of archeologic and even historic data, in the lands west of the Baltic, 
where these people lived since at least the neolithic period. 

To determine the exact origin of the Slavs is more difficult. The 
earliest historic accounts show r them already spread over vast spaces 
and over regions very distant from one other. The hypotheses that 
they came as they were from Asia, or were identical with the Sara- 
mates, are untenable. The most creditable sources all refer their 
origin to the Danube (especially lower Danube region). Their lan- 
guage, belonging to the satetn group, could not have originated except 
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in the zone east of the proto-Aryan territory. The linguistic an- 
cestors of the Slavs spread over the Danube basin when the Umbro- 
Latins and Greeks on one part and the Gauls on the other were draw- 
ing away from it, or had abandoned it. They came after these peoples. 

It is now known that the Illyrians, Pannonians, Dacians, Moesians, 
and Getes were all Slavs. Originally, the Illyrians appear to have 
been one of the proto-Aryan peoples, but this element among them 
was eventually displaced by that which is characteristic of the Slavs. 
The introduction of this new element is believed to have been due to 
the Paphlagonians, and to have taken place after the Trojan war, 
or during the twelfth century B. C. The Paphlagonians were the 
neighbors of the Cappadocians in Asia Minor, and related to the 
proto-Armenians and Medes. They aided Troy and after its fall 
are supposed to have passed to Thrace, adopted the language of the 
Thracians and Illyrians, and mixed with these. They were people of 
dark complexion, with a rather short nose and brachycephalic; and 
they cremated their dead. The first Slav political unit appears as the 
Venedes, or Venetes. This people penetrated to the northeastern 
regions of what is now Italy. Their type and in a few localities even 
the Slavonic language are still found in these regions. From this 
locality they spread, still many centuries before Christ, northward 
and northeastward, to Bohemia, to beyond the Carpathians, Vistula, 
Dniester, and up to the Baltic. They founded Vindobona (Vienna) 
and their name persists with modifications in a number of localities 
(and as a name of a Slavonic people, the Wends), to this day. 
Wherever they went up to the time of christianization (8th to 12th 
century of our era) they practised incineration of their dead, and 
theirs is the industry known in archeology as that of Hallstadt. 

For many interesting details the reader must be referred to the 
original. 

A. H. 



